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Aims and Objectives

The aim of the Journal is to promote studies on issues related to the financial inclusion and
microfinance sectors in India and abroad in order to sensitise the policy makers, donors,
researchers and others who are associated with the sectors. The journal proposes to identify key
problems and encourage debate on financial inclusion and issues such as socio-economic
empowerment, institutional arrangements and innovations in microfinance products with
special focus on rural stakeholders.
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Objective of the Journal: To promote studies on issues related to the financial inclusion and
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National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD)

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is an apex
development banking institution in India having its Head Office at Mumbai and Regional
Offices all over the country. It was established on 12 July 1982 through an Act of
Parliament to promote sustainable and equitable agriculture and rural development
through participative financial and non-financial interventions, innovations, technology
and institutional development for securing prosperity. It has a mandate for matters
concerning policy, planning and operations as also capacity building in the field of bank
credit for agriculture and other economic activities in rural areas in India. Website:
https://www.nabard.org/

Bankers Institute of Rural Development (BIRD)

Bankers Institute of Rural Development (BIRD), established in 1983 by NABARD, is a
premier training, research and consulting organisation, working in the field of
agriculture, rural development, microfinance and development banking. It conducts
international, national, region-focused, issue-specific and research-based training
courses and seminars, as also feasibility /diagnostic studies, exposure visits, etc. for rural
financial institutions. Training Programmes at BIRD include areas like Finance,
Microfinance, Financial Inclusion, HR, IT, Rural Development Projects etc. for Banks,
Government Departments / Corporations, Development Organisations, NBFCs, MFIs
and NGOs. Collaborative training and consultancy programmes have been taken up by
BIRD in association with international organisations like SDC, GIZ, KfW, APRACA,
SAARC, IFAD, UNDP, DFID, ILO and the World Bank apart from various Ministries of
Government of India. BIRD also conducts various e-learning courses. Website:
https://birdlucknow.nabard.org/

Centre for Research on Financial Inclusion and Microfinance
(CRFIM)

Centre for Research on Financial Inclusion and Microfinance (CRFIM), formerly known
as Centre for Microfinance Research (CMR) was set up within BIRD to take up research
activities in the fields of financial inclusion and microfinance for facilitating policy
initiatives and improvements in design and delivery system of financial inclusion and
microfinance services. The vision and mission are to emerge as a centre of reference for
information, knowledge and valued opinion related to the financial inclusion and
microfinance sectors, strengthen the sectors through research inputs that facilitate policy
initiatives as also improvement in design and delivery systems that provide poor with
sustainable access to quality financial services. Besides publishing half yearly journals,
the centre has published 33 studies on issues related to financial inclusion and
microfinance. The Centre is publishing an Annual Trend Report on Financial Inclusion in
India since 2019. The journals, study reports and trend reports are available at
https://birdlucknow. nabard.org/center-of-excellence/cmr/




